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freight charges  on.    'Pacific solidarity'  received, in fact,
another nasty jolt.
The Japanese are not very popular on the island for
various reasons, most of which have nothing to do 'with race.
A trading class always comes in for a good deal of criticism—
-especially if it happens to be foreign. French business men
who are in. competition with Japanese store-keepers maintain
that these latter are subsidized by their government so that
they can sell their goods cheaper, and gain more influence
.among the natives and indentured labourers, who trade
almost exclusively at the Japanese stores. On the other hand,
because the natives and coolie labourers are used to being
treated very much as underiings by the whites, they tend
to despise the Japanese, who treat them with exaggerated
respect.
One of the last ceremonies I attended before leaving
Noumea during my most recent trip to the colony, was one
.at which the newly appointed Japanese Consul, to mark his
.accession to office in New Caledonia, laid a wreath at the war
memorial. The ceremony was widely advertised in the local
press, and the president of the Returned Soldiers5 League
made a special appeal for all cAnciens Combattants' to be
present.
The ceremony was timed for 11 a.m. At about 10-45
people began to roll along. The British Consul and the
Australian Trade Commissioner were there. The governor
was represented by his Chef de Cabinet. The Mayor and
•Chief of the Armed Forces, the President of the Returned
Soldiers' League with a Standard Bearer to lead the returned
soldiers, arjrived in good time and took up their positions*
Three photographers, including myself, had arrived par-
ticularly early to obtain strategic positions from which to
shoot our -pictures. Punctually at 11 a.m. the beautifully
attired Japanese officials arrived, black top hats, morning
coats and striped trousers, contrasting effectively with the
white suits and uniforms of the other officials.
The only thing missing was the audience. The Standard
Bearer, looking very uncomfortable,, tried to make his banner

